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Thank You,
Volunteers!

Alicia Hughes-Skandjis, Andrew Heist, Andrew Schwarz, Andy Miller, Annie Bartholomew, Arlene Slocum, Beth Leibowitz, Bill Hanson, Bing Carillo,
Brenda Wright, Bryn Fluharty, Caleb Willie, Carolyn Minor, Chrissy McNally, Christy Ciambor, Collette Costa, Dan Kirkwood, Devin Tatro, Dixon Elegant
Dylan Proudfoot, Ed Schoenfeld, Elizabeth Ekins, Ellie Sharman, Emily Kane, Erin Heist, Evan Coombs, Grace Corrigan, Grace Elliott, Hanna Bailey
Hannah Schlosstein, Heather Parker, Heather Scott Sincic, Hiram Henry, Jack Fontanella, James Cheng, Jeff Mason, Jenny Smith, Jess Cobleigh, Jodi
Hastings, Joe Emerson, John Church, John Lager, Jon Heifitz, Jonny Newman, Josh Fortenbery, Julia Nave, Justin Price. Karen Larson, Keenan J Troll
Kelsey Riker, Ken Platt, Kirsa Hughes-Skandjis, Laura Daugherty. Lester Rodriguez, Lisa P Denny, Lisa Temcoy, Lizzie Solger, Lois Weston

Lu Seapy, Maggie Garrison, Margeaux Ljungberg, Marian Call, Mark Ridgway, Matt Puma, Max Stanley, Meghan Chambers, Michael R. Truax, Michele
Shirakura, Miguel Rohrbacher, Mike Janes, Mike Levine, Nicole Lantz, Norm Cohen, Reber Stein, Riley Woodford, Robert Bowles, Ruby Koski, Ryan
0'Shaugnessy, Sara Perman, Sara Wallace, Sheli Delaney, Stephen Warta, Susan Cox, Taylor Vidic, Terese Connolly, Teri Camery, Tessany Alrich, Tim
Borden. Tony Schwarz, Travis Koski, Travis Michel, Warren Koski.

The Alaska Folk Festival is made possible purely from the incredible and immense volunteer effort that supports this
week-long celebration of music in Juneau. Without volunteers, the Festival simply would not be. The Board humbly
thanks and acknowledges the talent, effort, and time put in by our community members from near and far. If we
accidentally ommitted your name, sincere apologies - spreadsheets never capture full participation, nor the infectious
community spirit propelling us forward every year!



Alaska Folk Festival Membership Form

We encourage all members to use our NEW online membership portal:
www.aklolkfest.org/shop/membership

NAME Newsletter - we're going green!
MAILING Unless you specifically request it, we'll email all future
CITY /ST newsletters to you!

ZIP [ EMAIL

EMAIL [ PRINT (send to mailing address)

Please select your membership level and

write your desired donation amount. Payment Method

[0 BENEFACTOR (§500+) S ] CHECK ENCLOSED

(] PATRON ($150 - $499)  $ [0 CASH ENCLOSED

0 FRIEND ($50-8149)  § [ CREDIT CARD:

[0 MEMBER ($25-$49) S o
[ PAY AS YOU CAN S

expr__/__ evei___  ZWP___ __ __

Signature:

List me in the program as:

All members receive AFF newsletters and are invited to the AFF

L1Anonymous Annual Meeting in April. Benefactors, Patrons, and Friends will be
If renewing via mail, please send to: listed in the future festival program. Donations are tax deductible
Alaska Folk Festival, PO Box 21748, Juneau AK 99802 according to law (EIN #92-0098258).
Summer M()nthly Newsletter
2023

CHEERSTO A

SUCCESSIUL 2023

FESTIVAL!

49th Annual Festival

NEAYE :
Thank you to all who made the April 08 - 14, 2024

48th Annual Alaska Folk Festival the Date Juneau. Alaska

successful, despite some real curve

balls (volcano, anyone?). We're
already planning 2024!
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A Festival to Remember

In what has proven to be a several year streak of not-quite-the-usual AFFs, this year certainly continued the trend.
Centennial Hall renovations have been on the horizon for years, and while nobody was terribly excited about figuring out
how to have our event in an alternate venue, the auditorium at Juneau-Douglas High School Yadaa.at Kalé turned out to
be a fantastic stage to showcase the wonderful musicians that make up The Alaska Folk Festival. The staff at both the
Juneau Arts & Culture Center and Juneau Community Schools went above and beyond to make sure our event was a
success and we can’t thank them enough!

In a rather unexpected twist, this year was also made memorable by the eruption of a Russian volcano which threw

the travel plans of many attendees - and the Guest Artists - into disarray. Thankfully flights resumed late Friday and
most people eventually made it to Juneau, but not before the performance schedule was significantly affected. We took
things day by day and did our best to put together great lineups concert by concert. The support and understanding of
our performers, volunteers, members and attendees was overwhelming and reminded me, again, why | love this festival
so much.

Despite missing their Friday night concert, Lone Pifion hit the ground running and delivered four amazing workshops,
a fantastic dance set and finished out the festival with an absolutely stunning main stage concert on Sunday evening.
They truly embraced the spirit of AFF and their exceptional performance will be remembered for years to come.

I'm very glad | made it to the merchandise table early in the festival week because the beautiful artwork of Sitka artist
Rebecca Poulson made our merchandise very popular this year! A huge thanks to Rebecca and to everyone who
supports AFF by purchasing our merchandise.

And, while only in its second full year, the AFF Legacy Fund is doing very well thanks to the very generous support of our
members. This year the Fund received a significant donation from the Henry family estate — long time AFF members,
volunteers, performers, board members and supporters since the early days. This gift and remembrance is extremely
meaningful and will help the Legacy Fund in its purpose to sustain the festival for another 50 years and more. A very
heartfelt Thank You to the Henry family.

At the risk of sounding redundant — this Festival never ceases to amaze me. In what was already shaping up to be a
challenging year holding the festival in a new venue, a natural event of volcanic proportions made things ever more
difficult. Through it all, our unbelievable all-volunteer board members did what needed to be done to keep things on
track — while still having a great time! Community members passing on the street shouted messages of encouragement
and volunteers and performers took the abrupt schedule changes in stride with ease. This was absolutely a festival to
remember — because of the amazing community of people that surround it. A very sincere thank you to all of you.

| can't wait to bring the festival back to our newly remodeled home at Centennial Hall in 2024. See you there!

Andrew Heist
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Happy Trails, Welco

Thank You,
Sheli Delaney

The AFF Board sincerely thanks
Sheli Delaney for her years of
excellent service! Sheli spent
countless hours as our KTOO
liaison, pulling double-duty during
the Festival working full-time in the
KTOO studios helping to manage
the live radio feed, as well as
volunteering in the Main Hall when
she clocked off work. Talk about

a multi-tasker! Sheli also assisted
with advertising and promotions,
merchandise, and program ad
management, among other things.
One of her lasting contributions

is encouragement and resources
assisting the Board to begin
crafting a land acknowledgment in
2022-2023. Her calm demeanor,
positive outlook, and excellent
radio voice will be sorely missed!
We move forward knowing her
and her dog Rio will be frequent
attendees in the future!

Board of Direclors

P

Thank You, Miguel
Rohrbacher

The AFF Board sincerely thanks
Miguel Rohrbacker for his years
of excellent service! Miguel
served as Vice President for XX
years, working in a leadership

role alongside his fellow officers.
Miguel often served as the
spearhead for volunteers, stage
managers, and emcees as needed
depending on the year. Miguel
also pitched and was responsible
for the 2023 Guest Artists, Lone
Pifion - arguably one of the most
successful and incredible Guest
Artist stays and performances

in recent AFF history. Miguel's
connections to his heritage in New
Mexico folk music and passion to
share both tunes and dances are
applauded and appreciated by the
Board. His easy-going disposition,
rolling laugh, and can-do-it attitude
will be greatly missed! We can't
wait to see him on the stage in
2023!

me On Board!

Welcome,
Annie Bartholomew

Annie Bartholomew is an Alaskan
songwriter and clawhammer banjo
player from Juneau. She was first
exposed to traditional music after
her mom sent her to Bearfoot
Bluegrass Camp for Kids where
she learned to play guitar from
Kate Hamre and Mike Mickelson.
After seeing Perseverance
Theatre's production of Hair as an
impressionable Juneau teen, Annie
convinced her high school buddies
to play their first Folk Fest as The
Professional Hippies. Annie is the
recipient of a Rasmuson Individual
Artist Award and Connie Boochever
Fellowship for her original music
inspired by narratives of women
during the Klondike Gold Rush.
Her debut album, Sisters of White
Chapel, arrived in June and has
been featured on NPR Music, No
Depression, and the Bluegrass
Situation. She is excited to serve
on the board of the greatest music
festival in the world and give back
to an organization that's made her
the artist she is today.

Alaska Folk Festival

President Andrew Heist (exp. 2024)
Vice President Josh Fortenbery (exp. 2025)
Treasurer Dylan Proudfoot (exp. 2025)

PO Box 21748, Juneau, Alaska 99802-1748
www.akfolkfest.org

Secretary Hiram Henry (exp. 2024)

Board Member Reber Stein (exp. 2024)

Board Member Meghan Chambers (exp. 2025)

Board Member Jack Fontanella (exp. 2025)

Board Member Annie Bartholomew (exp. 2026)

General: info@akfolkfest.org
Membership: membership@akfolkfest.org
Promotions: promotions@akfolkfest.org
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Open!

Missed out on the 2023 swag?

Fear not, we've got a handful of things leftover and an easy online store to navigate - plus everything is 20% off (prices
already reduced). We offer both Juneau-area pick-ups at the JACC, or can ship to you! We'll close the store shortly, so

shop now!

https://akfolkfest.org/shop/

Hipster
Hat:

Unisex
Tees:
$20

All photos courtesy Reber Stein.
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Members, Revisited.

The Alaska Folk Festival regretfully neglected to print the full member list in the 2023 Program, and extends a special
apology to anyone with the last name beginning with “M” and beyond!

BENEFACTOR: Iris Beach * Beck-Ingalls Family * Bopuma/Demeksa/Froehlich Family * Coeur Alaska - Kensington Mine * In Memory of Loren Domke * Beverly
Ingram * John Kennon Kirk * John Laskey * Ernie Mueller * Connie Munro * Gary Newman AlaskaFolkMusic.org * Eric Olsen & Vicki Bassett * Elaine & Bob
Schroeder * Damon Stuebner & Rebecca Smith * Dennis and Dona Townsend

PATRON: Alaskan Hotel & Bar * Eric Antrim * Lynn & Charley Basham * Bob Bell * Bruce Botelho * Robert Bowles * Lauren Brooks * Bing Carrillo * Kim Champney
and Pat Minick * Greg and Tamara Brandt Cook * Kristel Hey Cronin * Trish Custard * Leslie & Hal Daugherty * Mary L. DeSmet & Greg Burger * Paul V. Disdier
and June Hall * Ellen Eberhardt * Chad Edwards * Lynette Ensor * Forrest Gibson & Sara Lawson * Joan and Steve Gilbertson * Paul Grant * Gungurstein
Foundation * Raina Hammel * Clare, Fu Bao & John Hartle * Jeffrey Hartman * Jim & Judy Hauck * Melanie and Kim Heacox * Matt, Carrie, Torsten, Aven
Heavner * Andrew & Erin Heist * Jeanie & Pat Henry * Larry Holland * Catherine & Bruce Johnson * Emily Kane * Beth Kerttula & Jim Powell * Kerry Kirkpatrick &
Mike Pilling * Tom and Sue Koester * Travis Koski * John Lane & Linda Spencer * Bob Laurie * Bill Leighty & Nancy Waterman * Toni Mallott * Greg McLaughlin

* Andy Miller * Lou Nathanson & Kristen Holmes * Julie Neyhart * Julie North * Heather Parker * Tom Paul & Jan Caulfield * Julie Pigott & Ben Thomas * lan
Putnam * Verena Reed * Miguel Rohrbacher and Becca Antonoplos * Suzanne & Bob Sauerteig * Allan Schlicht * Gail Sieberts * Mary Anne Slemmons & Jim
Baldwin * Roxanne Stewart * Margie Thomson & Jane Edwards * Rosemary & Lee Walling * Sandy Warner * Bruce and Charmaine Weeks * Beth Weldon * Peggy
and Alex Wertheimer * Mark Whitman * Dr. Nene Wolfe

FRIEND: Joe & Ginny * Katie & Sam * Niki & Stan * Carol Ackerson * Cathie Allen * Tessany and Juniper Alrich * Lauren & Dave Anderson * Alex & Ellen
Andrews * Ron & Diane Antaya * Sue & Doug Badilla * Annie Bartholomew * Bob Bartholomew * Kaitlyn Bausler * Katie & Karl Bausler * Tom Begich * Steve
Behnke and Larri Spengler * Dick Bennett * Kristine Benson * Stephanie Helen Bissland * Koren & Rob Bosworth * Catherine Botelho * C.A. Bowman & Fawn
Waterfield * Natalie Bradford * Thatcher Brouwer * Lance Brown * Odin Brudie and Frankie Pillifant * Mason Bryant * Marsha Buck * Jeff Budd * Cate Buley *
John Bush * Rolfe Buzzell & Sharon Holland * Teri Camery * Vicki Campbell * Cathcart-Paul Family * Meghan Chambers * Eliska Champagne-Veselka * Lindsay
Clark and James Cheng * Dr. Mariah Coe * Julie Coghill * Frank & Barbara Cokeley * Marcie Colpas * Callie Conerton * Kate Consenstein * Evan Coombs *
Sandra Coon * Louisa Cryan * Bobby Lee Daniels * Gereldene & James Deagen * Lisa Puananimohala’ikalani Denny * Mary Ann Dierckman and Ed Zolnierek *
Doug & Odette Edgar * Rick Edwards * Bonnie Elder * Shonti Elder and Bill Frey * Joe Emerson * Matt Emerson * Alisha Falberg & Adam Moser * Ellen Ferguson
* James Ferguson * Mary & Thomas Fitterer * The Fontanella Family * Josh Fortenbery * Jim Fowler/Susi Gregg Fowler * Miker Frantes * Kris & John Fulton

* Dan Gagnon & Jerrie Clark * Megan Gahl * Ned Gaines * Carol Gales & Jim Dory * Alyse Galvin * Rick Garner * Eric Gebhardt * Isabelle Geddes * Richard D.
Gelardin * Sharon Pusich Gill * Jane Ginter & Bob Coghill * Erin Gleason * M.J. Grande & Michael Stark * Kari Groven & Jason Caputo * Michelle and Jane Hale
* Hamburger/Otsea Family * Lance Hankins * David Hanson * Sarah C. Hanson Hofstetter * Patti Harper * Sandy Harris * Fu Bao Hartle * Bradford Hartman

* Jamie Hascall * John Hatton * Mary Hausler & Doug Woodby * Heart Strings & River Livers * Zack & Niko Hebert * Kaia Henrickson * Hiram Henry * Cristi
Herren & Chas Dense * Dave & Paggy Hetman * Pagan Hill & Rob Roys * Wendy Hladick * Gavin Holt * Frederick Hoskinson * Terry Hoskinson * Christy Howard
& Alpheus Bullard * Alicia Hughes-Skandijs * Mark Hunt * Larry Hurlock * In Memory of Terry. - Matt, Carrie, Torsten, Aven * Sarah Isto * Mike Janes * Jenkins-
Gardinier Family * Richard Jennings * Deborah Johnson * Juneau Strings Ensembles * Jim Jurgeleit * Martina Kallenberger and Doug Sanvik * Jamie Karnik *
Patrick Kearney * Barbara Kelly & Ed Page * Halli D Kenoyer * Kim Kiefer/Pat McLear * Katya Kirsch * Hilary Koch * Heidi Kristenson * Eric Kueffner * Susan &
Jerry Kuelbs * Anne & Jon Kurland * Leah LaBar * John & Barb Lager * Laurent Lambert * Nola E Lamken * Nicole Lantz * Karen Larson * Marie M. Lauri * Kim
Lea * Beth Leibowitz * Joyce Levine * Bunny & Eric Lindegaard * Karen & Mike Loso * Stan and Amy Lujan * Michael & Talitha Lukshin * Judy Lungren * Margaret
& Allan MacKinnon * Alex Malter * Jamie & Corrine Marks * Jay Marvin & Sigrid Brudie * Maynard+Maiorano Family * Rashah McChesney * Nell McConahey *
Luann McVey & Richard Steele * Tom Melville * Ann Metcalf * Kim Metcalf * Kate & Scott Meyer * Constance Miles * Mark Millard * Gary & Kathy Miller * Michele
Morgan * Art & Cecily Morris * Roman J. Motyka * Laura Murph * Barbara Murray * Nick Murray * Martha Murray & Jenifer Shapland * Susan Nachtigal/Franz
Mueter * Judy & John Neary * Ken Neville * Julie Niederahsuer * Jorden Nigro & Bret Connell * Stella and Jason Norris * Elizabeth Nudelman * Alison O'Hara *
Terry O'Hara * Ostman Family * Joni Packard * Bradelle Padon * John Dunker & Amy Paige * Noora Parish * Bonilyn Parker * Gary and Beth Pendleton * Kathy
Petraborg-Ensor & Michael Craig Smith * Susan Phillips * Lisa Phu * Tom Pirog * Dylan Proudfoot * JoAnn Quigg * Morgan Ramseth * George & Deb Reifenstein
* Alison Rein * BJ Robinson * Paula & Charles Rohrbacher * Lisa Rollin & Mike McKrill * Cate Ross * The Rothmans * Mindy & Stew Rowland * Deborah Rudis &
Kim Titus * Mary Ryan * Sally Saddler/David Teal * Michael Sakarias & Anne Fuller * Lois Salisbury * In Memory & Love of Lis Saya * Demian Schane & Emily
Ferry * Ed Schoenfeld & Betsy Longenbaugh * Nan Schonenbach * Carl Schrader * Brooke Schwarting * Bruce Schwartz * Marna Schwartz * Shannon, Terry,
Eddy and Calder Schwarz * Rachel Schweissing * Jason & Bride Seifert * Ellie Sharman * Leon Shaul & Kathleen Jensen * Victoria Shaw * John Shedd * Barb
Sheinberg & Norman Cohen * Burl Sheldon & Nancy Berland * Jim Simard & Shar Fox * Thomas J. Slagle * Jerry Smetzer * Jenny Smith * Morgen Smith * Mike
Speaks * Deb Spencer & Keith Heller * Cinda Stanek and Fred Hiltner * Mike Stanley & Natalee Rothaus * Cedar, Trinity and Sterling Stark * Andrea Stats & Larry
Bussone * John Staub & Stephanie Hoag * Reber Stein * Steve SueWing * Bob Sylvester * Lewi Syrene Fam * Saralyn Tabachnick * Matt & Shireen Taintor *
Gordon Taylor * Lisa Temcov * Tony Tengs * Therese Thibodeau * Jennifer Thmopson * David & DJ Thomson * Thrower Family * Teri Tibbett * Debbie Tillinghast
* Erin Tilly * Carol Tocco & Norman Farrell * Michael Truax * Twining Medical * Marinka Van Gelder & Davie Job * Corey & Emily Wall * Joanie Waller * Laura
Wallrath * Lois Weston * The Wheedles * Marc Wheeler & Jessica Paris * Randy Wiest * Leah Wilson * Ben Winship * Sheryl & Michael Wittig * Jim and Carol
Anne Wolfe * Jeremy Wood * Tony Yorba
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About the Alaska Folk Festival

One of Alaska’s largest longest-running and FREE music festivals!

Founded in 1975 by a group of Juneau folk musicians playing one cold winter evening in the State
Museum, the Alaska Folk Festival has been bringing music to Southeast Alaska communities for over
forty years. Incorporated in the early 80s, the Folk Festival is organized by a working volunteer Board,
and the many helping hands of the greater Juneau community.

EVENTS & ATTENDANCE

Each year, the Festival is held in
early April, spanning one week:
Monday to Sunday.

Admission to all events is always
free. All are welcome to attend.
Each concert has about 15 acts
and lasts about 4hours.

People travel to Juneau from
across the region, state, country,
and world to attend!

With some variation year-to-year,
the general schedule is as follows:

Evening Concerts
Monday - Friday

Annual Meeting
Friday evening

Afternoon Concerts
Saturday, Sunday

Dances
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Workshops
Saturday, Sunday

GUEST ARTIST &
PERFORMERS

The Festival encourages and
supports both non-professional
musicians and professional
musicians. There are no auditions
- anyone can submit an application
to perform on the main stage.

Performers are not paid, with one
exception - the Guest Artist. One
Guest Artist is selected by the Folk
Festival Board each year.

Selection for a 15-minute
mainstage performance is

mostly by availability and

chance. Performer applications
open in January the year of the
Festival. Website registrations are
encouraged, paper are available as
well.

VOLUNTEERING

The Festival is COMPLETELY
supported by donations and
volunteers like you! Become a
member today (p2).

Volunteer applications open in
January. Volunteer positions range
widely in task, duration, and recur
throughout the week. Example
volunteer positions, in no particular
order, include:

Door greeter
+ Merchandise sales
Membership table
+  Stage crew
Stage manager
+  Emcee
Workshop assistance

+ Annual meeting assistance

More info & become a member today: www.akfolkfest.org
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Snapshots of Festival 48

All photos courtesy AFF Board Members Reber Stein, Miguel Rohrbacher, or Sheli Delaney.
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